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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This is the final report of a Flexible Fund project entitled Developing Methodologies to Monitor Deer Movements at the Landscape Scale.. The objectives of the project were: (1) to critically review the methods currently used to monitor red deer movements in Scotland; (2) to review and explore innovative or novel techniques from similar and other fields worldwide and assess their potential suitability; (3) where appropriate, to design and conduct field trials of the most promising technologies, bearing in mind the relevant issues in Scotland; and (4) report and recommend on the cost and effectiveness of techniques available now and in the near future.

The project has delivered the following planned outputs: (1) a systematic and quantitative evaluation of existing literature and datasets and assessment of existing methods for monitoring red deer movements in Scotland; (2) a comprehensive review of technologies for monitoring animal movement and their potential for monitoring red deer movements in Scotland; (3) an Expert Workshop to review the findings from Objectives 1 and 2 and to determine priorities for field evaluation of promising methodologies(Objective 3) and develop future research priorities for investigating landscape-scale deer movements; and (4) recommendations to deer managers and researchers regarding appropriate, logistically-feasible monitoring techniques.
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